
Future of NSF’s Center for 

Advanced Forest Systems 

(CAFS)? 

Aaron Weiskittel

Director



NAFO has helped to assess current forest sector R&D capacity and 

set national priorities with strong alignment on certain topics



Center for Advanced Forestry Systems (CAFS)

A national industry-university collaborative research center involving 

7 universities and over 50 members



Partnership for Small Area Estimation 
(PSAE)
Executive 

Committee (5)

Users (21)

Development 
(6)

Science (18)

Broad consortium of ~50 individuals across 25 unique organizations



CAFS facilitates and support sector relevant applied R&D

(https://crsf.umaine.edu/forest-research/cafs/)



CAFS Timeline

Grad-

uation

Dec

2024

Long history of a successful national public-private-academic partnership



Leveraging Institutional Strengths & Partners

CAFS strategically aligns the primary forest sector relevant 

universities in the US on topics of high relevance



NSF Support

CAFS has received over $15M in NSF funding since its inception 

through direct and supplemental contributions



National R&D consortium with priorities and projects 

driven by the support and needs of membership



Center Funding & Projects

Funding and membership remain stable, while projects 

have continued to increase and are now 70% multi-site
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Future of Forestry R&D?

A national public-private-academic R&D 

consortium is needed, which CAFS fulfills



Potential National R&D Parternships?

Digital 

Forestry

Future of 

Forest 

Science

CAFS could serve as an umbrella organization to provide R&D support 

of ongoing and future national research initiatives driven by members



CAFS Future Options

Option Details

A Wrap-up and close-out CAFS

B Seek $15k/yr from participating sites and invite other sites to 

join

C Option B + Federal funding

D Request actual membership contributions directly for CAFS

E Re-direct regional co-op contributions for CAFS

F ?

Evaluating various options for long-term sustainability with 

strong support for Option C



USFS FIA Blue Ribbon Panel
⚫ Bill introduced to form a Blue Ribbon Panel for FIA in 

fall of 2022

⚫ Panel should:

⚫ -Assess modernization of the program

⚫ -Evaluation of SAE and remote sensing integration

⚫ -Consider public-private-academic partnership

⚫ CAFS could address many of these recommendations

⚫ -Serve as the primary public-private-academic 

partnership

⚫ -Platform for assessing and prioritizing research

⚫ -Support research on SAE and remote sensing



Draft FY24 Senate Appropriations

Pg. 109

Maine’s  Delegation Continues to Support Applied R&D with Limited USFS Engagement



CAFS Path Forward

1.  Secure USFS R&D as a CAFS member (√)

2.  Secure CAFS relevant Federal appropriations (√)

3.  Enact FIA Blue Ribbon Panel that highlights the need and 
importance of CAFS

4.  CAFS receive USFS Federal funding via NCASI 
Foundation

5.  Continue to grow CAFS to beyond USFS



Summary
⚫ CAFS has been a net benefit for all and addresses the 

need for a national consortium

− -Provided direct funding 

− -Built a strong collaboration network

− -Leveraged research investments

⚫ CAFS officially graduates from NSF at the end of Phase 

III (12/24)

⚫ Be highly difficult to recreate CAFS from scratch or do 

another NSF IUCRC



Questions/Comments?

aaron.weiskittel@maine.edu

207-581-2857

https://crsf.umaine.edu/forest-research/cafs/

mailto:aaron.weiskittel@maine.edu
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